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What Does a BOW/Amity K-12 District Look Like? 

There are many issues being discussed during this election season.  Some are bi-partisan and some, as in any election, 

the sides differ on their perspective.  Jody Dietch, candidate for First Selectman, offers this perspective.  
 

As an Amity graduate, as are my two sons, I know the value of an Amity education.  I loved my time at Amity and so did 

my boys.  We were all involved in different ways and have no complaints about the education we received.   
 

Amity is always ranked among the best school districts in the state.  No argument there.  But why not make it better?  

There is always room for improvement and I believe expanding Amity to a Pre-K/K-12 district does that. 
 

There are important facts to know: 

 

• Our children will still attend the elementary school they currently attend.  Their teacher, principal, even their 

bus, won’t change.  I was part of the committees that hired two of the four principals. That doesn’t change. 

• We have four Superintendents for three towns: Bethany, Orange, & Woodbridge all have their own elementary 

school superintendents as does Amity.  In addition, we have multiple positions at each Board of Education 

Central Office including Business Managers, Directors of Curriculum, etc.  In a Pre-K – 12 district, all of those 

positions are consolidated into one office. 

• Bethany, Orange, & Woodbridge all buy their own curriculum for Pre-K – 6 grades.  Each Board of Education 

buys the curriculum they prefer and teach it how their superintendent feels it should be taught.  In an Amity 

Pre-K – 12 district, one curriculum is purchased for all three towns and how it is taught is directed by one 

superintendent.  That not only gives us buying power, it makes sure all our Amity students are learning the same 

curriculum, the same way.  When they get to the high school, everyone is on the same level field. 

• I recently learned that our two Amity middle schools must teach differently because of the differences in the 

elementary level.  They are working to get the students all on the same level for when they go to Ninth grade, 

instead of building on what they have learned to enhance and advance their development. 

• The Amity Board of Education agreed, unanimously i.e. bi-partisan, to pursue this path and will be conducting a 

study to move forward towards a Pre-K – 12 school district.   

•  Orange would still have the majority on the Amity Board of Education since we would have the most students. 

Thus, we don’t lose any “control”. 

• The State has been discussing doing more with towns sharing resources.  Do we want to do it our way or wait for 

the state to tell us how they want us to do it? 

• I recently attended a meeting at Amity High School. I learned that after the Amity Board of Education completes 

it study, the proposal then goes to referendum in all three towns.  Let’s assume, Bethany and Woodbridge 

approve the expansion and Orange does not.  The town that doesn’t, is no longer part of the regional school 

district.  That means Orange would be a town without a 7-12 educational system.  Our students could still attend 

Amity as tuition students, if we designated Amity as our school.  However, we would have NO representation on 

the Amity Board of Education. I wonder also, what that would do to our property values that still haven’t 

recovered from 2008? 

Theses are all facts.  Are there costs involved? Certainly.  Are there savings in the long term? Absolutely.  The important 

question is, are we ok with “it’s ok” or do we work to make a great school system even better. 

 

“If it ain’t broken” doesn’t mean you maintain the status quo and wait for it to break.  It means working to improve and 

cultivate to work for all residents in the long term.  If you have additional questions, feel free to reach out Jody at 

JLDOrange@yahoo.com. 
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